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“WHEN YOU'VE GOT BETTER THINGS TO DO THAN WORRY ABOUT YOUR MOTHERPRIVATE 
”
John 19: 25-27

Note to the Teachers: The easiest thing to do (which actually becomes the most difficult before the end of the class!) is to use the same teaching method for the entire class period.  What most of us are used to is simply lecturing or asking questions.  And hey, if your kids are walking out each week saying, “Man, that connected with me.  The hour just flew by!,” then those two methods are fine.  What this curriculum seeks to do is to give you active exercises that take the kids’ attention off of you and their own discomfort enough that they CAN naturally answer the questions you want them to get at.  Remember the rule: 1 minute of attention for each year of life lived.  That means that even in our older classes, we should be shooting for changing our teaching methods 3 times in the class period.  The reason there are seven different exercises is that I’m guessing that 4 of them won’t work for your group.  If an exercise doesn’t work, try the next one.  But please try to engage the kids with something besides the standard lecture and Q&A.  Thanks for all your work in loving God’s kids! Also, to aid you in your preparation, any special supplies recommended for this lesson are outlined in a box.  Contact colyer@ymarchitects.com with any questions! 

I.  Gathering—(Attendance, Announcements, First Timers)
II. Engaging the Brain

A. Check-in Go-Around 

1. Move the group into a circle.

2. Starting with the person in the group who woke up the earliest this morning to do something for his or her mother, invite each person to check in by answering one of the following questions: 

a. Tell about a Mother’s Day tradition in your home.

b. Tell about a favorite saying of your mother.
c. Of all the people you’ve ever met, who would you say is the most natural at being a mother?  (This would be the best questions if there are members of the group who recently lost their mothers).
 

B. Mother Mania Relay

1. Preparation

a. Divide the group into teams of 4ish each.

b. Bring two lunch bags for each team.
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Bag One: miscellaneous food items (e.g., crackers, bananas, marshmallows, etc.).

2) Bag Two: slips of paper with a different "classic mother saying" on each one.  For example:
a) When I was your age...

b) Were you raised in a barn?

c) You'd lose your head if it weren't connected.

d) Are you listening to me?

e) I'm serious

f) Have you looked in your room lately?

g) How many times do I have to tell you?

h) Good morning, Schnookums.
2. Set Up

a. Divide the group into lines like a relay race.

b. Place the bags on one end of the room and the lines on the other (each group will have two bags at the end of its line).

3. Give the group the following instructions:
a. The object of the game is to go through everything that is in both bags before any other team does.

b. The first person in the line will run to the first bag, take a food item out of it and eat it as quickly as possible.

c. As soon as the first person has finished eating what was in the first bag, he or she yells "Go!"

d. The second person runs to the first bag and begins eating while the first person pulls a slip of paper out of the second bag.

e. While the second person is eating, the first person reads the saying on the slip of paper in the best mother imitation that he or she can do.

f. As soon as the second person finishes eating, he yells "Go!" and the process is repeated until both bags are empty.

g. Allow the group to ask questions to clarify the instructions.

4. Play the game.
5. Process Questions

· As you watched the relay unfold, who gave the best mother imitation?  

· Which of the mother comments do you hear around your house?  

· Can you think of any interactions that Jesus had with his mother?  


C. Kids on Film

1. During the week (or during the coffee hour on Sunday morning), video tape a few children giving candid comments about their moms.  
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a. Why did God make mothers?

b. How did God make mothers?

c. Who’s the boss at your house?

d. Why do you think God gave you your mom and not some other mom?

e. What’s the difference between moms and dads?

f. What do moms do in the spare time?  

g. If you could change one thing about your mom, what would that be?

h. What is perfect about your mom? 

3. Show the collection of kids’ comments to the group.

4. Process Questions

· Which of the kids on film had the best descriptions of a mom?

· In general, how accurate would you say the kids were?

· If you had been asked these kinds of questions when you were five years old, what would you have said or done?

D. Kids Say the Darndest Things…

1. If you can’t pull off the video process, you might just share a few of the following comments random children have made about their children: 

Why did God make mothers?
1. She's the only one who knows where the scotch tape is.
2. Think about it, it was the best way to get more people.
3. Mostly to clean the house.
4. To help us out of there when we were getting born.

How did God make mothers?
1. He used dirt, just like for the rest of us.
2. Magic plus super powers and a lot of stirring.
3. He made my Mom just the same like he made me. He just used bigger
parts.

Why did God give you your mother and not some other Mom?
1. We're related.
2. God knew she likes me a lot more than other people's moms like me.

[image: image5.wmf]What ingredients are mothers made of?
1. God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and everything nice
in the world, and one dab of mean.
2. They had to get their start from men's bones. Then they mostly use
string...I think

What kind of little girl was your Mom?
1. My Mom has always been my Mom and none of that other stuff.
2. I don't know because I wasn't there, but my guess would be pretty
bossy.
3. They say she used to be nice.

How did your Mom meet your dad?
1. Mom was working in a store and dad was shoplifting.

What did Mom need to know about dad before she married him?
1. His last name.
2. She had to know his background. Like is he a crook? Does he get
drunk on beer? Does he make at least $800 a year? Did he say NO to drugs
and YES to chores?

Why did your Mom marry your dad?
1. My dad makes the best spaghetti in the world. And my Mom eats a lot.
2. She got too old to do anything else with him.
3. My grandma says that Mom didn't have her thinking cap on.

Who's the boss at your house?
1. Mom doesn't want to be boss, but she has to because dad's such a
goofball
2. Mom. You can tell by room inspection. She sees the stuff under the
bed
3. I guess Mom is but only because she has a lot more to do than dad.

What's the difference between moms and dads?
1. Moms work at work and work at home, and dads just got to work at
work.
2. Moms know how to talk to teachers without scaring them.
3. Dads are taller and stronger, but moms have all the real power
'cause that's who you gotta ask if you want to sleep over at your
friend's.

What's the difference between moms and grandmas?
1. About 30 years.
2. You can always count on grandmothers for candy. Sometimes moms don't
even have bread on them!


Describe the world's greatest Mom?
1. She would make broccoli taste like ice cream!
2. The greatest Mom in the world wouldn't make me kiss my ugly aunts!
3. She'd always be smiling and keep her opinions to herself.

Is anything about your Mom perfect?
1. Her teeth are perfect, but she bought them from the dentist.
2. Her casserole recipes. But we hate them.
3. Just her children

What would it take to make your Mom perfect?
1. On the inside she's already perfect. Outside, I think some kind of
plastic surgery.
2. Diet. You know, her hair. I'd dye-it, maybe blue.

If you could change one thing about your Mom, what would it be?
1. She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean. I'd get rid
of that.
2. I'd make my Mom smarter. Then she would know it was my sister who
did it and not me.

2. Follow up with the same process questions as suggested for the kids’ video option above.

III. Igniting the Heart

A. Journal Sheets--The Text--John 19: 25-27

1. Give the group 3 minutes to complete their journal sheet questions.  
2. Process Questions
· Anything from the journal sheet that got you thinking or that you want to talk about?

· Just curious--Whom do you think most kids are closer to—their mothers or their fathers?
· How would you guess most of the folks in our group answered the question about whether you spend enough time with your parents? 
· Why do you think Jesus addressed his mother in this way as he was dying?

· Why do you think John included this little passage that none of the other gospel writers mentions?
· Would Jesus have been justified in speaking a little harshly to his mother, given the extraordinary amount of suffering he was going through?  

· John begins and ends his story of the life of Jesus with a story that includes Jesus’ mother (the wedding at Cana was the first miracle—the time Jesus’ mother encouraged him to do miracle that he seemed to have resisted).   What reason might John have for structuring his story this way when none of the other gospel writers did?
· Do you think Mary ever had cross words with Jesus?  

B. Small Groups: Tension Getter
1. Divide the group into teams of fourish.
2. Give the groups 2 minutes to answer the following “tension getter” question: 

"Are there times that God expects us not to do what our parents want us to do?" 
3. Explain that if a group decides to answer this question "Yes," they need to come up with as many examples as they can of times when this decision would be appropriate.
4. Give the groups 2 minutes to come up with their responses.
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6. Process Questions

· When most kids today disobey their parents, do you think they are doing it for reasons God would have given?

· Do you think Jesus always did what his parents said?

· Can you honor your parents (5th Commandment) without always doing what they say?


C. What did Jesus Do?--Mark 3:31-34

1. Read this passage to the class.
2. Have the class listen for whether or not Jesus did what his mother wanted him to do in this passage.
3. Process Questions
· What did Jesus' mother and brothers want him to do?

· Did Jesus do it?

· How do you think Jesus' mother felt when she heard what Jesus had said?

· Was Jesus honoring his mother in what he said here?


D. Mini-Lecture: Honoring with Independence

1. Offer the following mini-lecture for the group to respond to: 

One of the goals of being a parent is to get children to stand on their own, to be independent--in their faith, in their relationships, in their commitment to do what is right.  Jesus’ example gives us two keys of things that children can do to help their parents succeed in leading their children to independence.  Any ideas?
Here’s what Jesus does: He both honors his parents and is independent of them--Jesus honored his mother from the cross, but he didn't always do what she expected him to do (remember when he was twelve, staying behind in Jerusalem). 

2. Process Questions
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· How does it make you feel when a son or daughter is mocking their mother in public?

· What does this kind of mocking tell you about the son or daughter?

· Give some examples of ways that a son or daughter could be so interested in honoring his or her parents that he or she would never become independent?

· How does it make you feel when a son or daughter is unable to think for themselves, unable to make a decision without his or her parents?

· What does a dependent son or daughter tell you about that person?

IV. Closing

A. “Who I Am?”  Is There a Country Music Fan in the House?

1. Find a copy of the country music song, “Who I Am,” and play it for the group (this is the song that has the words, “I am Rosemary’s granddaughter, the spitting image of my father, and when the day is done, my mama’s still my biggest fan….”

2. Process Question

· How well does the person in this song express a healthy, mature independence from her parents?

· What do you think Jesus would think about this song?  

B. Closing Thoughts: Suppose It Was You

1. Remind the group that in the text they looked at today, they saw Jesus in the position of being able to say a few last words to his mother, asking something like this: Just imagine it was you that was dying.  Your mother is watching you die.  What would you want to make sure you said to her?

2. Invite the group to consider what kinds of things they might say to their moms if they were in this kind of situation.

3. Invite any members of the group who would like to tell something about the kind of comments they might make to their moms in this kind of situation to do so.   


 
C. Invite one of the students (pre-arranged) to close in prayer.

( Journal Sheet below (

Journal Sheet
 “When You've Got Better Things to Do Than Worry about Your MotherPRIVATE 
”

John 19:25-27

Name: _________________ (optional)

Graduation Year: _____

JUST TO GET YOU THINKING...

1) Do you think most kids at your school are closer to their mothers or their fathers?

2) You do you have the stronger relationship with right now--your mother or your father?

3) Have you gained respect for your parents or lost respect for them since you have become a teenager?

4) How much time do you spend with your parents?


_____ More than I want


_____ Just the right amount


_____ Not as much as I would like because my parents aren't available.


_____ Not as much as I would like because of some other reason.

THE TEXT: Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother."  From that point on, this disciple took her into his home.

DIGGING:

1) What reason could there be that 11 of the 12 disciples are not mentioned as being near the cross?


_____ They weren't there.


_____ They were hiding in fear.


_____ The gospel writers just want us to assume that they are there.


_____ They were watching from a distance, but they didn't want to get too close.


_____ Your theory: 

2) Why do you think John names four women standing beneath the cross but doesn't name the only disciple that is there? 

3) Certainly Jesus had other things to think about on the cross.  Why do you think he chose this interchange about his mother as one of the last things he would say? 
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








PAGE  
1


· Design sustainable, deep impact youth ministries, one church at a time.

· Build the competence, joy and longevity of professional youth workers
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